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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to the Appeal Brief filed 12/1 1/2006. Claims 1-27 are 
pending in the application. Detailed action is followed: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. Claim 1, and 10 recite a system, and a method respectively. Both 
of these claims a& appear include a judicial exception to 35 U.S.C 101 (i.e., an abstract idea). 
Note that the method steps recited in claim 10 and the element recited in claim 1 are discloses by 
the specification, and claimed in claim 19 as computer instructions. Since there are no practical 
applications claimed, i.e., no physical transformations take place, nor a useful, concrete and 
tangible result being produced, the claims are non-statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre- AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-6, 9-15, 18-24 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Tonnby et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6320857 Bl). 

- With respect to claims 1,10, and 19, Tonnby teaches a system (e.g. the system in Fig. 4) 
comprising: a) an interface adapted to facilitate media communications (e.g. interfaces 4 and 
ports in Fig. 4); and 

b) a control system (blocks 8 and 10 in Fig. 4) associated with the interface (e.g. ports 
connect to links 14,15,23-26 in Fig. 4) and providing a combined user agent (e.g. the blocks 8 
and 10 support voice and data as Fig. 4 shows), which is adapted to: 

represent a telephone (1 and 6 in Fig. 3) and a computing device (2 and 21 in Fig. 4) as a 
single multimedia device capable of supporting voice and media sessions (e.g. user A and B in 
Fig. 4); 

communicate with a circuit-switched telephony switch (e.g. PSTN 3 in Fig. 4) to 
establish a connection with the telephone (e.g. the telephone 1 of user A in Fig. 3 want to 
connect with the telephone 6 of user B in Fig. 3) through the circuit-switched telephony switch 
(e.g. the telephone 1 connect with modem 4 through PSTN 3 and through the control system 8 
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&10 in Fig. 3) to facilitate a voice session with another voice-capable device (e.g. the 
communication between 1 and 6 in Fig. 3); and 

communicate with the computing device to establish a media session between the 
computing device and another media-capable device (e.g. the line 14 in Fig. 3 shows the ongoing 
IP session), 

wherein the combined user agent appears (e.g. blocks 8 & 10 in Fig. 4) to network 
devices as a multimedia client (e.g. users in Fig. 4) supporting voice and media sessions and 
interacts with the circuit-switched telephony switch (e.g. the PSTN 3) as well as the computing 
device to facilitate the voice and media sessions (e.g. block users A and B in Fig. 4, support 
voice and data). 

- With respect to claims 2, 1 1 5 and 20, Tonnby also teaches wherein the combined user 
agent is further adapted to associate the connection and media session with one another (e.g. Fig. 
4 shows links 14, 15 and 23 for ongoing IP session and voice, col. 6,lines 25-29). 

- With respect to claims 3, 12, and 21, Tonnby further teaches wherein the combined user 
agent is further adapted to provide information associated with the connection to the computing 
device for use in an application associated with the media session (e.g. Fig. Shows the ongoing 
IP session when a incoming call see col. 5, lines 50-60). 

- With respect to claims 4,13, and 22, Tonnby teaches wherein the combined user agent is 
further adapted to communicate with the circuit-switched telephony switch using call signaling 
messages required to establish and control the connection between the telephone and the voice- 
capable device (see col. 4, lines 32-35). 
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- With respect to claims 5,14, and 23, Tonnby discloses wherein the combined user agent 
is further adapted to communicate with the circuit-switched telephony switch using a first 
protocol (col. 4, lines 58-60). 

- With respect to claims 6, 15, and 24, Tonnby teaches wherein the combined user agent 
is further adapted to communicate with the computing device with signaling messages required 
to establish and control a media session between the computing device and the media-capable 
device using a second protocol (col. 4, lines 44-46). 

- With respect to claims 9, 18, and 27, Tonnby teaches wherein the media session 
established between the computing device and another media capable device is at least one of the 
group consisting of video session, screen sharing session, audio streaming, video streaming, 
information streaming, voicemail, email, gaming, advertising, and instant messaging session 
(col. 9, lines 21-23). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7-8, 16-17, and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tonnby et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6320857 Bl) in view of Schuster et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
6822957 Bl). 
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- With respect to claim 7-8, 16-17, and 25-26, Tonnby discloses all the aspect of the 
claimed invention as set forth above but fails to teach wherein the combined user agent is further 
adapted to use the session initiation protocol, SIP, when representing the multimedia device to 
other SIP devices. Schuster teaches SIP for signaling. Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to implement the 
session initiation protocol for setup communication in the network. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-27 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 1 

McMullin (U.S. Patent No. 5809128) discloses method and apparatus permitting 
notification and control of blocked incoming calls over data network. 

Tonnby et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6515996 Bl) discloses modem with IP support. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to PHUC H. TRAN whose telephone number is (571) 272-3172. 

The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, CHI PHAM can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Phuc Tran 
Assistant Examiner 
Art Unit 2664 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




